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Lesser Prairie Chicken

Å Endemic to the southern High 

Plains of North America

Å Extirpated from ~80% of historic 

range

Å Population decline of 95% since 

late 19th century

Å Candidate for endangered 

species listing

Å Requires large tracts of well-

managed native rangeland

Å Considered an «umbrella¬ 

species for grassland bird 

conservation
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Threats

ÅHabitat fragmentation and loss

ÅBehavioralavoidance

ÅFatal collisions 



Pre-settlement landscape



Altered landscape



Fire exclusion / juniper encroachment



Anthropogenic features



Natural gas field

Ellis County


